Bleeding gastric varices--a rare complication of ovarian cancer.
Splenic venous hypertension (or 'left-sided portal hypertension') is a rare underlying cause of gastro-oesophageal varices. Ovarian carcinoma recurring beyond 10 years, following primary treatment with no interval disease, is also a rare occurrence. We report an unusual case of bleeding gastric varices secondary to splenic venous obstruction as a result of metastatic ovarian carcinoma. This occurred 21 years following surgery and adjuvant chemotherapy for primary ovarian carcinoma. To our knowledge, until now, there have been no reported cases of splenic venous hypertension due to ovarian carcinoma. This case report illustrates the successful emergency management of this condition by splenectomy, with complete resolution of varices confirmed endoscopically at 6 weeks. It is followed by a brief discussion regarding varices due to splenic venous hypertension.